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" War was ripe. The tardy and weak intervention both known and secret of the Pope and of the benevo]ent nations outside the circle of the Allies had no weight. They could not stop the procession of events. War began the first of August, 1914. It was full bloom of summer. Under the deep shadow of the cloud the people of old Europe stood in awe but fascinated as one is fascinated by a snake.
" Italy a few years previously had renewed the Triple Alliance Treaty. It had been a , marriage without respect and without trust, brought about more in order to counterbalance military power than by political necessity. . . . The Marchese of San Giuliano who was at the head of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, faced by the Austrian ultimatum to Serbia and by the scheming to bring about war at all costs, had to play fast to keep Italy neutral. . . . We were kept in the dark as I well knew. . . .
"... I watched England ; she was pondering deeply upon the step to take, and then, in order to keep her supremacy, and also for the sake of her pride and the sake of humanity, she moved her formidable war machinery